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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Event Briefing

Welcome to the GAAR 2010.  The event will be flown in accordance with Visual Flight Rules (VFR) in Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC), by day and night and using VOR / NDB NAVAIDS and “dead reckoning”.  Information regarding flying in accordance with VFR can be found on the GAAR 2010 web site under the “Visual Flight Rules” link.  Further information about flying using VOR / NDB NAVAIDs can be found in the Flying Lessons and Training Centre section of FS9 and the Learning Centre section of FSX.  Note: For the purposes of the event, all pilots are deemed to hold a command instrument rating or night VFR rating and all aircraft are deemed suitably equipped for such operations.
A set of Flight Situation files have been provided for each Flight Leg relative to the FS version being used (see the separate instructions on how to install these files).  These files have you established at the end of the designated operating Runway for the prevailing weather conditions at a specified date / time.  This date / time is the ‘virtual’ date / time the event is conducted under.  All you have to do is select your aircraft of choice, make adjustments to fuel and payload based on your individual flight planning, conduct any Pre-Flight Checklists, as necessary, and when you are ready, commence your take-off roll.  Those participants who wish to start from a ‘cold and dark’ situation and / or ramp parking areas (there aren’t too many Gates out here), re-position your aircraft accordingly.  You should also consider a minor adjustment to the clock, e.g. T minus (-) 15 mins, where T is the designated Take-Off Time in the situation file.  If individual flight planning and operating aircraft type necessitate a change to the departing Runway, participants can also taxi or re-position the aircraft accordingly.  Note: In some situations, this may introduce a significant crosswind on Take-Off.
For those that are not use to Pre-Flight Checklists, it is suggested some basic attention, at least, be given to radio navigation frequencies.  If nothing else, it might save you some frustration, particularly in not having to re-fly a Flight Leg due to some overlooked error.  For those that are occasionally prone to a wheels up landing (because it’s better than the brakes), an Approach Checklist might also be in order.
The navigation data provided in the following Flight Briefings are only suggested, but designed to get you to the destination airport, subject to individual flying abilities.  Participants may use whatever flight planning details they choose, provided that, where a Flight Leg has multiple sectors, those sector waypoints / checkpoints must be flown.  Note: Participants can choose whatever approach type, ILS (if you are lucky), VOR, NDB, etc, they like.  The individual Target Time includes a component based on a 12 nm circuit comprising a downwind, crosswind and final approach segments.  See also the section on Airport Approaches under the “Visual Flight Rules” link.
Finally, thanks for joining us and participating in the GAAR 2010, good luck, I hope you enjoy the event and, most of all, Have Fun.
Andrew Godden
Rally Director, GAAR 2010
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 1 – 0900 hrs, 01 Feb 10
Essendon (YMEN) – Phillip Island (YPID)
Melbourne, the southern capital and sports Mecca of Australia.  Home of the sporting shrine, the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), or just the “G” as it is commonly referred to, it plays host to the Australian Rules Football Grand Final on the last Saturday in September each year.  This sporting event will see the MCG filled to capacity with a crowd of over 100,000 fanatical fans cheering for there team.  The other major sporting event is the legendary Melbourne Cup horse race.  Held on the first Tuesday in November, this the “race that stops a nation” as everywhere around Australia people tune in for the three minutes and twenty odd seconds it takes for the two mile race to be run.  In fact, Melbournians are that renowned for their love of sport and their fanaticism, it is said that if there were two cockroaches crawling up a wall they would wager a bet on which one would get to the ceiling first.  Another little known fact about Melbourne is that the first allied shots of both World War I and World War II were fired from coastal guns at the entrance to Port Phillip Bay.

The first day of the GAAR and Flight Leg 1 is a ‘shake down’ flight of a relatively short 55 nm from Essendon (YMEN) to the holiday resort island of Phillip Island (YPID) in Western Port Bay.  This flight should ease you into VOR / NDB navigation techniques, but watch for the aerodrome at YPID, it is not much more than a paddock.  That’s all I will say, the rest is up to you and your flight planning, and as the old adage goes: “Time spent in the planning is never wasted.”.  Good luck.

	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	1
	0900 hrs
	YMEN
	YPID
	55 nm


	18 nm

32 nm

5 nm
	Dpt Rwy 17.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – MB NDB.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – CWS VOR / NDB.

Navigate to YPID.
	Depending on MSFS version and scenery set-up, YPID could be just a paddock with windsock and some taxiways.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 2 – 1500 hrs, 03 Feb 10
Phillip Island (YPID) – West Sale (YWSL)
Flight Leg 2 takes us from Phillip Island (YPID) to West Sale (YWSL) in the South Gippsland Region of Victoria.  This is prime dairy country and our flight also takes us around beautiful Wilson’s Promontory, the southernmost tip of the Australian mainland.  The “Prom” as it is known to most Victorians is a national park but was closed to the public during World War II when it was used as a commando training ground.  The weather can change rapidly here as it blows in off the notorious Bass Strait and many an aircraft has gone down in this region over the years.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	2
	1500 hrs
	YPID
	YWSL
	139 nm


	14 nm

11 nm

47 nm

37 nm

30 nm
	Dpt Rwy 04.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – WON VOR / NDB.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – YLEG.

Turn to heading 140 (approx) and navigate to Checkpoint 3 – southern tip of Wilson’s Promontory.

Navigate to Checkpoint 4 – YYRM.

Navigate to YWSL.


	Nil.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 3 – 0600 hrs, 06 Feb 10
West Sale (YWSL) to Mallacoota (YMCO)
Another reasonable flight sees Flight Leg 3 take us from West Sale(YWSL) to the extreme eastern most corner of Victoria.  Mallacoota (YMCO) is half way between Melbourne and Sydney when travelling via the Princes Highway and it is the last official township on Victoria’s east coast.  With a small population of approx 975, the town swells to a population of approx 9,000 during the holiday seasons at Christmas and Easter.  It’s main industry next to tourism is abalone, so you can expect seafood to be the mainstay of the menu whilst here.

	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	3
	0600 hrs
	YWSL
	YMCO
	134 nm


	9 nm

125 nm
	Dpt Rwy 14.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – ESL NDB.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – MCO VOR / NDB.

Navigate to YMCO.


	Right base circuits required when Rwy 36 in operation.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 4 – 1400 hrs, 09 Feb 10
Mallacoota (YMCO) to Mount Hotham (YHOT)
Now for the mountains.  Mount Hotham (YHOT) is one of Australia’s leading ski resorts.  It is also Australia’s highest altitude airport at 4,260’.  During winter, flying here is not for the faint hearted.  Even during summer, the weather can close in quickly and can catch the foolhardy pilot unaware.  Plan well and keep your wits about you.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	4
	1400 hrs
	YMCO
	YHOT
	118 nm


	107 nm

11 nm
	Dpt Rwy 25.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – LVG VOR / NDB.

Navigate to YHOT.


	Right base circuits required when Rwy 29 in operation.  Night OPS not permitted without CASA approval.

Night OPS have been approved for the GAAR.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 5 – 1000 hrs, 12 Feb 10
Mount Hotham (YHOT) to Corryong (YCRG)
On Flight Leg 5 from Mount Hotham (YHOT) to Corryong (YCRG), we enter the north east region of Victoria.  This area is known for it’s wineries, producing some very fine red wines and fortified wines.  Corryong is situated at the foot of the Kosciuszko Ranges and ski fields and is the gateway to the famous Snowy Mountains
Other than that, there is not much else at Corryong to talk about.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	5
	1000 hrs
	YHOT
	YCRG
	 87 nm


	29 nm
58 nm
	Dpt Rwy 11.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – intersection of the 110 deg OB bearing from WGT NDB (bearing to, 290 deg) and the173 deg OB radial from AY VOR.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – CRG NDB.

Navigate to YCRG.


	Right base circuits required when Rwy 06 in operation.  Night OPS not permitted.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 6 – 0800 hrs, 14 Feb 10
Corryong (YCRG) to Jervis Bay (YJBY)
Flight Leg 6 from Corryong (YCRG) to Jervis Bay (YJBY) has us crossing the Great Dividing Range and dropping down to the coast to the Royal Australian Navy shore base, HMAS Creswell.  Jervis Bay (YJBY) is located on HMAS Creswell and permission has been granted to stage the GAAR through this Defence land.  HMAS Creswell is the home of the Royal Australian Naval College and the Beecroft Weapons Range, a live firing range for conducting naval gunfire support.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	6
	0800 hrs
	YCRG
	YJBY
	166 nm


	37 nm

29 nm

100 nm
	Dpt Rwy 24.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – intersection of the 101 deg OB bearing from CRG NDB (bearing to, 281 deg) and the 195 deg OB radial from WLE VOR.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – YPFT.

Navigate to YJBY.


	Nil.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 7 – 1700 hrs, 17 Feb 10
Jervis Bay (YJBY) to Bathurst (YBTH)
Leaving the coast, Flight Leg 7 sees us flying from Jervis Bay (YJBY) across the Blue Mountains to Bathurst (YBTH).  Bathurst is the oldest inland town in Australia and is, for the better part of the year, a sleepy country town.  The “home” of V8 Supercar motor racing, Bathurst, becomes a Mecca for all petrol heads each year on the second Sunday in October.  This is when the Bathurst 1000 is run, a touring car race around a 6.2 km mountain road circuit where speeds in excess of 300 km/h are reached down “Conrod Straight”.  And they say flying in the GAAR is not for the faint hearted.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	7
	1700 hrs
	YJBY
	YBTH
	135 nm


	43 nm

25 nm

30 nm

37 nm
	Dpt Rwy 15.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – intersection of the 281 deg OB bearing from WOL NDB (bearing to, 101 deg) and the 118 deg OB radial from BIK VOR.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – BIK VOR.

Navigate to Checkpoint 3 – KAT NDB.

Navigate to Checkpoint 4 – BTH NDB.

Navigate to YBTH.


	Nil.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 8 – 1100 hrs, 20 Feb 10
Bathurst (YBTH) to Quirindi (YQDI)
Flight Leg 8 from Bathurst (YBTH) to Quirindi (YQDI) continues our tour into the North West Slopes region of New South Wales.  The local economy of Quirindi is based on agriculture, with broad acre farming and livestock grazing being the two dominant types.  Other than that, if you drove through Quirindi and blinked, you would miss it.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	8
	1100 hrs
	YBTH
	YQDI
	131 nm


	51 nm

80 nm


	Dpt Rwy 26.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – MDG VOR.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – QDI NDB.

Navigate to YQDI.


	Nil.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 9 – 1500 hrs, 23 Feb 10
Quirindi (YQDI) to Glen Innes (YGLI)
With the final leg beckoning, Flight Leg 9 takes us from Quirindi (YQDI) to the New England Tablelands town of Glen Innes (YGLI).  The area is renowned for its production of wool, sheep and beef cattle.  More importantly, it is the last stopover in the GAAR 2010.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	9
	1500 hrs
	YQDI
	YGLI
	134 nm


	31 nm

52 nm

51 nm
	Dpt Rwy 06.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – TW VOR.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – ARM NDB.

Navigate to Checkpoint 3 – GLI NDB.

Navigate to YGLI.


	Nil.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 10 – 1700 hrs, 26 Feb 10
Glen Innes (YGLI) to Coolangatta (YBCG)
The final leg for this year’s GAAR, Flight Leg 10 takes us from Glen Innes (YGLI) down to the coast and then north to Coolangatta (YBCG).  Yes, Coolangatta, where the locals only know one saying “beautiful one day, perfect the next”.

	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	10
	1700 hrs
	YGLI
	YBCG
	172 nm


	70 nm

62 nm

40 nm
	Dpt Rwy 10.

Navigate to Checkpoint 1 – GFN NDB.

Navigate to Checkpoint 2 – intersection of the 81 deg OB bearing from LIS NDB (bearing to, 261 deg) and the 164 deg OB radial from CG VOR.

Navigate to Checkpoint 3 – CG VOR.

Navigate to YBCG.


	Nil.
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Great Australian Air Rally 2010
Event Debriefing and End of Event

Ah, Coolangatta, you sigh, and the end of another GAAR.  Your thoughts briefly contemplate next year’s event realising it is the 10th anniversary of this prestigious plundering of the airways and perennial piss-up, but that is for next year.  For now it’s a few cold “tinnies” with your mates and many a story and tall tale from the last 28 days of flying.

Thank you for joining us for the GAAR 2010 and we hope to see you again in 2010.

Andrew Godden

Rally Director, GAAR 2010
